Quick Facts

Land area (square
miles): 1,198,152
Population:

949,280 (2002 census)
Population density
(people/square mile):
0.8

Capital: Yakutsk
Leading agriculture:
fishing, cattle, horses,

reindeer

Okhotsk

Leading industry:
mining (diamond, gold, tin

ore, coal), timber

Data from Wikipedia (2008) http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sakha_Republic; Yakutia.org (2008)
http://www.yakutia.org: and Welcome to Yakutia (2008) www.yakutiatravel.com

Yakutia

The Yakutia or Sakha Republic in northeastern Russia is a critical breeding and
migration area for Siberian Cranes along the East Asia flyway. The Siberian Crane
breeding areas in the north, including the Kytalyk Resource Reserve, are located in the
tundra, vast treeless areas crossed by rivers and covered by many small lakes. The
Chabda Resource Reserve and neighboring nature reserves in southern Yakutia used
by migrating Siberian Cranes are located in the taiga, open plains with forests of larch,
pine and fir. Both regions are covered by permafrost, or permanently frozen ground that
may be a few feet or several feet below the surface.

Yakutia is home to several indigenous peoples, who have lived in this region for many
generations and still practice a traditional way of life (such as reindeer herding). Along
with Russian, the Yakut language is an official language of the Republic.

For more information on the Northeast Siberian costal tundra and taiga ecoregions, visit the Wild
World website at http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial/pa/pal107.html
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and /pa0605.html.

Conservation Threats

Migration stop over areas in southern Yakutia are threatened by mining and oil
extraction, which can destroy wetland habitats and effect water quality.

Migrating Siberian Cranes are also at risk of accidentally eating lead shot, which is
still used for waterfowl hunting in many areas.

Climate change and warming temperatures in the Artic threaten to melt permafrost
near Siberian Crane breeding areas, raising water levels along the edges of small
lakes and wetlands where the cranes nest and feed. Rising water levels will reduce
the number of suitable nesting areas and make it more difficult for the cranes to find
food.

Linkages

The indigenous people of Siberia have traditionally protected the Siberian Crane and
believe that the birds bring health and good fortune. For example, the Yakutian people of
eastern Siberia believe that the crane brings healing. In the Great Lakes Region of
eastern North America, the Crane is one of the original seven Clans of the Ojibway. In
the Ojibway culture, the Crane and Loon Clans traditionally serve as tribal leaders.

Fun Fact

The Siberian Crane breeding areas in eastern Siberia are north of the Artic circle, where
daylight lasts for 24 hours (during the night the sun lowers close to the horizon but does
not set). At the International Crane Foundation in Wisconsin researchers have used
lights to mimic these longer days to encourage captive Siberian Cranes to build their
nests and lay eggs in the spring.
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